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SYRIAôS CHARITY KILLERS: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This 437 page document forms part of my initial response to legal challenges made 

by Hand In Hand for Syria, an opaque charity working in league with several other 

equally opaque groups ostensibly to bring humanitarian aid to Syria on a non-

partisan and non-sectarian basis. It also forms the basis of my talk at Syriaôs 

Damascus University on Friday 24th April 2015 as part of their 100th commemoration 

of the Armenian genocide and of those more recent massacres currently being 

visited upon the peoples of Syria and Iraq. Though current as of 9 April 2015, it will 

be periodically updated as new information to clarify the various points it makes 

comes to hand. 

The document uses Hand in Hand for Syriaôs charges against my earlier work as the 

bedrock not only to dismiss their arguably frivolous, if not downright mischievous, 

charges but to outline in some considerable detail the soft power forces, medics and 

media personnel in particular, arrayed against the peoples of the Syrian Arab 

Republic. In asking well over one hundred serious questions of Hand in Hand for 

Syria and of their accounts (those latter primarily in appendix 2a), it seeks to unpeel 

the opaqueness and secrecy which are so much an apparent hallmark not only of 

Hand in Hand for Syria but also of more sinister groups, such as the Syrian Muslim 

Brotherhood, which lie at the heart of todayôs sectarian terrorist campaigns against 

the peoples of Syria. In highlighting the direct threat to life and limb Syriaôs terrorist 

groupings pose to us all ï as evidenced by such events as the abduction and brutal 

murder of British aid workers and British media personnel in Syria, the vicious 

Cricklewood assaults on me, on Syrian toddlers, on a Nobel Prize winner and on a 

Nobel Peace Prize nominee by Hand in Hand for Syria activists, the gangland-style 

April 2015 killings by Syrian criminal mobsters on London streets as well as 

countless other connected murders and threats ï the importance of this document to 

the general British and Irish public should be obvious. In questioning various 

elements of the fund-raising and fund dispersal operations of Hand in Hand for Syria 

and kindred groups, as well as the loyalties of many of the colourful characters 

involved with them, the paper is of considerable national security and civil society 

importance as well. The apparent failure of the Charity Commission and other 

regulatory groups to stop Hand in Hand for Syria and kindred groups needlessly 

risking the lives of their volunteers, many of whom have been murdered as a 

consequence, must also be noted and acted upon.  

This paper, the usual caveats notwithstanding, forms part of my attempts to make 

amends to the men, women and children of the Syrian Arab Republic for the 

unspeakable crimes committed against them, often in our name, by the barbarians of 

the various terrorist rebel franchises, ravaging their land ï a gang of demonic thugs 

aided and abetted, as often as not, by our so-called betters, shamefully hiding, like 

the Nazis before them, under a cloak of mundane respectability. 
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ñDodgyò Syrian Charity Threatens Syrian Peace Activist 

Hand in Hand for Syria Redux: Caveats, Disclaimers and Executive Summary 

By Dr Declan Hayes 

The Issue: Hand in Hand for Syria, through Nelsonôs their solicitor, have made a 

large number of claims against me and, as well as refuting all of their claims, I have 

made a number of counter-claims against them, not only for my own sake but also 

for the sake of the peoples of Syria, Britain and kindred countries.  

Hand in Hand for Syriaôs Claims: In a letter dated 27 February 2015, appended 

herewith, Hand in Hand for Syria have made a large number of claims, summarised 

below, concerning my appended letter of 23 July 2014. The dates, together with the 

seven-month difference between them, are important  when we consider, as 

Nelsonôs ask us to do, the nature of the damage allegedly done to their client as a 

result of the earlier letter which Nelsonôs say is a ñ29 page comprehensive 

document.ò This latter point concerning the size of the original document is also 

relevant in determining if it and this much larger document were or are primarily 

malicious and aimed at ñplacing the trustees and the volunteers at risk, not only in 

the UK but also in Syriaò or if their respective sizes were or are necessary to explore, 

discuss and analyse the apparent opaqueness, governance shortcomings and 

political biases of Hand in Hand for Syria, factors that are of the utmost importance 

not only in the UK but also in Syria, where fifteen of Hand in Hand for Syriaôs own 

members have been needlessly murdered. 

Hand in Handôs for Syriaôs Charges: Nelsonôs letter on behalf of their client make a 

number of charges. Some of these are stated in general terms, others in much more 

specific terms and yet others are only hinted and more are inferred at.  All of these 

claims from Nelsonôs letter are first summarised hereunder and are then explored, 

together with my counter claims and supporting evidence, in the many pages which 

follow. 

Hand in Handôs for Syriaôs General and More Specific Charges: Nelsonsô letter 

of 27 February 2015 say that my letter of 23 July 2014 

¶ Is defamatory to their client. 

¶ Claims their client supports the armed Syrian army. 

¶ Claims their client is providing financial support to the armed Syrian 

opposition. 

¶ Claims their client is funded by a notorious Saudi extremist. 

¶ Claims some of their clientôs key leaders have long supported the 

armed Syrian opposition. 

¶ Claims their client works mostly in rebel extremist areas. 

¶ Claims their clients are collaborators of the Syrian army. 

¶ Claims their client supports the extremists and the Syrian army. 

¶ Is defamatory as their client does not support Syrian army.  

¶ Is defamatory as their client does not support the extremists.  

¶ Infers their client supports the extremists and the Syrian army.  
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¶ Places their client and their families at serious risk as a result of these 

untruths. 

¶ Claims their client is open and transparent in the rebel controlled areas 

of the Syrian Arab Republic. 

¶ Claims their clientôs operations are underhand and tokenistic in the 

government controlled areas of the Syrian Arab Republic. 

¶ Infers their clients are primarily supporters of the Syrian rebels which 

Nelsonôs says is untrue because government areas are too dangerous 

for them to operate in. 

¶ Claims Mr al Arête is a Hand in Hand for Syria benefactor. 

¶ Falsely and dangerously say Ms Iman Mujahed is a trustee of Hand in 

Hand for Syria. 

¶ Highlights Dr Rola Hallam and therefore likewise endangers her. 

¶ Groundlessly and maliciously questions Dr Hallamôs medical 

competency as a doctor in a manner intended to damage her 

reputation. 

¶ Is guilty of not only all these charges but many others too numerous to 

summarise for now that are likewise untrue and/or defamatory. 

¶ Places the trustees and volunteers at risk, both in the UK and also in 

Syria. 

¶ Is so damaging that ña significant sumò will have to be paid to redress 

them and the offending material must also be expunged from the 

Internet. 

My Partial Response: The above summary and the pages which follow are an 

attempt by me to address the above charges as well as some others in the letter I 

may have missed, to lay the basis for my own counter-claim, to provide relevant 

context for the claims and counter-claims, to provide more relevant information on 

the issues raised as well as others related to them and to help the relevant 

authorities with their ongoing inquiries into these issues, which are very much of 

public concern. 

Matters of Concern: Before we proceed to the next level, Hand in Hand for Syria 

must first address the following questions amongst others: 

1. What specific agent instructed Nelsonôs and who was consulted prior to 

Nelsonôs issuing their letter? 

2. Will Hand in Hand for Syria explain the presence of the flag of the terrorist 

Free Syrian Army on their logo? 

3. Will Hand in Hand for Syria explain the input of Abdullah Alrachid, the Turkish-

based designer, into their earliest poster designs and how that squares up 

with them being a Leicester start-up? 

4. Will Hand in Hand for Syria explain why they insisted to the British designers 

that the original clasped hands and relating ideas linking them to the terrorist 

Free Syrian Army had to be retained? 

5. Will Hand in Hand for Syria explain the presence of the flag of the terrorist 

Free Syrian Army at many of their events? 
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6. Will Hand in Hand for Syria denounce the crimes, war crimes included, of the 

self-styled Free Syrian Army and all other terrorist groups operating in Syria? 

7. Will Hand in Hand for Syria or Nelsonôs explain why ñour client does not 

support the Syrian army?ò and how they manifest that lack of support? 

8. Will Hand in Hand for Syria comment on the ongoing collaboration between 

the Free Syrian Army terror gang and others Syrian death squads? Do they 

approve of such joint ventures? 

9. Will Hand in Hand for Syria take disciplinary action against Hand in Hand for 

Syria leader Faddy Salhoul for displaying pro-terrorist messages on his 

Facebook page and if not, why not? 

10. Will Hand in Hand for Syria explain why they are headquartered in Rayhaniya, 

which is where the Free Syrian Army terror gang are headquarted? 

11. Will Hand confirm in Hand for Syria if ISIS allow them to operate in Raqqa and 

if they treat victims of amputation by ISIS there? 

12. Will Hand in Hand for Syria confirm if they still operate in Idlib and how Syrian 

Arab Army reverses have changed the situation for them there?  

13. Will Hand In Hand for Syria confirm whether they regard Sheikh Muhammed 

al-Arafe as a dangerous fanatic? 

14. Will Hand In Hand for Syria comment on whether they believe the British 

Government were right or wrong to ban Sheikh Muhammed al-Arafe from 

returning to England? 

15. Will Hand In Hand for Syria explain how and why they secured Sheikh 

Muhammed al-Arafe as a speaker so soon after their own incorporation and 

who organised bringing that repulsive criminal to speak at Leicester to speak 

on their behalf? 

16. Will Hand in Hand for Syria denounce sex jihad, as well as all who preach and 

practice it and will they also condemn the appalling sex crimes of the Syrian 

terrorist rebels? 

17. Will Hand In Hand for Syria apologise to British and Syrian rape victims for 

show-casing child sex apologist Sheikh Muhammed al-Arafe at their Leicester 

University rally? 

18. What verifiable guarantees will Hand in Hand for Syria give that they will no 

longer collaborate with jihad sex apologists like Sheikh Muhammed al-Arefe in 

the future? 

19. Will Hand in Hand for Syria surrender to the British police any and all records 

they have of their University of Leicester 25 March 2012 rally and related 

meetings with jihad recruitment sergeant Sheikh Muhammed al-Arefe? 

20. Will Hand in Hand for Syria confirm the truth or otherwise of the following 

statement?: ñNeither the Syrian government nor the Free Syrian Army (or 

other opposition groups) constrain our activity, which means we can work 

across borders and behind front linesò. 

21. In the light of the murder of Alan Henning and fifteen of their own members, 

will Hand in Hand for Syria comment on the wisdom or otherwise of the advice 

of the Charity Commission, the British Home Office and the EU regarding 

doing voluntary work in Syria. 
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22. Will Hand in Hand for Syria confirm why they feel entitled to disobey British 

Government and EU rulings on working in Syria and will they confirm if 

ignoring such advice contributed to the murder of fifteen of their members?  

23. Will Hand in Hand for Syria confirm if and why they ignored the December 

2012 warning of the Charity Commission to "assess the risks to any staff and 

volunteers before deciding whether they travel to Syriaò. 

24. Will Hand in Hand for Syria release the names of their fifteen members who 

were brutally murdered? 

25. Will Hand in Hand for Syria confirm what governance changes they have 

made in the light of those murders? 

26. Taking the Nuremberg Trials, referred to below, into account, has Hand in 

Hand for Syria a position on whether medics, media propagandists and other 

non-combatants should face trial for their complicity in the war crimes of 

others?  

27. Will Hand in Hand for Syria come clean with what they know about the 

operations, logistics, command structures and other crucial factors about the 

rebel areas they operate in so that the Western special forces may better 

launch rescue missions for British and other hostages held there? 

28. Does Hand in Hand for Syria confirm the statements of rabid anti Assadist 

propagandist Michael Weiss on page 193 in his ñISIS: Inside the Army of 

Terrorò that the ISIS criminal gang occupied Atareb? If so, in light of the 

statements of Dr Omar Gabbar and others, will they confirm what precisely 

was the relationship between the staff at their flagship Atareb hospital and the 

ISIS criminals who ruled Atareb? 

29. Does Hand in Hand for Syria agree with the genocidal views of the veiled 

woman on one of their PR videos, cited below? 

30. Will Hand in Hand for Syria confirm whether they have dealt with members of 

the Free Syrian Army and other terrorist gangs in Syria? 

31. Will Hand in Hand for Syria confirm whether members of the Free Syrian 

Army and other terrorist and criminal gangs in Syria? 

32. Does Hand in Hand for Syria agree with the statements of rabid anti Assadist 

propagandist Michael Weiss on page 181 in his ñISIS: Inside the Army of 

Terrorò that the Free Syrian Army criminal gang ñwas financed by the Muslim 

Brotherhood?ò  

33. Will Hand in Hand for Syria clarify their position on the Muslim Brotherhood in 

general and the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood terror gang in particular? 

34. Will Hand in Hand for Syria confirm whether it is a secular or sectarian body? 

35. Will Hand In Hand for Syria clarify its apparently close role with controversial 

Muslim organisations and will it clarify how it expects non-Muslim or non-

Sunni supporters to view that apparently increasingly close relationship? 

36. Will Hand in Hand for Syria clarify its position regarding the Syrian National 

Council and other quasi representative bodies that have been linked with the 

Free Syrian Army and the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood terror gangs? 

37. Can Hand in Hand for Syria clarify what it knows about such groups as Syria 

Relief; Human Care Foundation and Muslim Charities and its relation with 

them? 
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38. Can Hand in Hand for Syria clarify why it works under the umbrella of the 

Muslim Charities? 

39. Can Hand in Hand for Syria issue a statement on the controversies 

surrounding Syria Relief; Human Care Foundation and Muslim Charities? 

40. Can Hand in Hand for Syria clarify if they had any involvement with the Hand 

In Hand for a Free Syria rally, which was addressed by notorious mercenary 

Matthew van Dyke? 

41. Can Hand in Hand for Syria clarify if they had any involvement with any of the 

sponsors of the Hand In Hand for a Free Syria rally, which was addressed by 

notorious mercenary Matthew van Dyke? 

42. Can Hand in Hand for Syria clarify who World for Libya are and what is the 

extent of Hand in Hand for Syriaôs involvement with them? 

43. Will Hand in Hand for Syria give details about the relationships they claim to 

have with Libyans in Leicester and elsewhere? 

44. Can Hand in Hand for Syria explain the presence of the Libyan Red Crescent 

on the Turkish/Syrian border and why the Libyan Red Crescent deliver 

supplies in Syria? 

45. Will Hand in Hand for Syria supply us with the names of the Libyan Red 

Crescent personnel operating in Syria so that their names, ranks and status 

can be verified? 

46. Can Hand in Hand for Syria confirm if the presence of the Libyan Red 

Crescent in the Syrian Arab Republic has been approved by the Syrian Red 

Crescent and by The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies (IFRC)and, if not, why not? 

47. Will Hand in Hand for Syria explain why they had a festival commemorating 

the ñEgyptian revolution?ò 

48. Will Hand in Hand for Syria comment on the inter-religious outreach 

programme of the Muslim Brotherhood towards Copts and other minority 

groups in Egypt? 

49. Will Hand in Hand for Syria supply written proof of any Memos of 

Understanding or other documents showing whether they have any working 

relationship with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and, in 

the absence of such proof, will they comment on whether they think their 

videos of Dr Omar Gabbar in the vicinity of UNHCR tents might be 

misleading? 

50. What does Hand in Hand for Syria intend to do about the conflicting 

information, a small sample of which is produced hereafter, on their trustees 

that pepper the Internet, their own site included? How do they expect those 

conflicting pieces of information, many emanating from themselves, to be 

reconciled? 

51. Will Hand in Hand for Syria confirm where Iman Mujahed was in Syria and, in 

particular, if she travelled all over Syria on behalf of Hand in Hand for Syria? If 

they cannot or will not supply evidence of her travels, will they admit that it is 

reasonable to assume she confined her travels to areas contiguous to the 

Turkish borders controlled by The Free Syrian Army and allied terrorist 

murder gangs? 
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52. Will Hand in Hand for Syria confirm what, if any, terrorist group they worked 

with to get aid into Yarmouk camp on the outskirts of Damascus? 

53. Can Hand in Hand for Syria confirm if they had dealings with the Golan 

Turkmen, who are in control of parts of Yarmouk Palestinian camp and/or if 

they had dealings with the Free Syrian Army terrorists the Golan Turkmen 

arrested in Yarmouk?  

54. Can Hand in Hand for Syria or their contacts in Yarmouk Camp explain the 

English shop-front lettering on the Christine Gilmore photo from Yarmouk 

camp? 

55. Will Hand in Hand for Syria comment on why Dr Omar Gabbar speaks for 

another group when he addresses Hand in Hand for Syria meetings? 

56. Does Hand In Hand for Syria think British medics should join ISIS units 

directly as long as they are not assigned to fighting units? 

57. Will Hand in Hand for Syria instruct Dr Omar Gabbar to inform the British and 

Syrian authorities on everything he knows about the activities of ISIS in 

Atareb? 

58. Will Hand in Hand for Syria clarify who its command, control and coordination 

team are and what specific operating and/or governance supervision role 

each person there has? 

59. Does the command staff of Hand in Hand for Syria share the joy of Dr 

Mahmoud al Akraa that the sinister Syrian Muslim Brotherhood terror gang 

are making a comeback to Syria? 

60. Does the command staff of Hand in Hand for Syria feel that the appearance of 

Dr Mahmoud al Akraa with disgraced and discredited provocateur Danny 

Abdel Dayyem lessens their own credibility? 

61. Will Hand in Hand for Syria, as far as lies within their power, take disciplinary 

and other action against Dr Mahmoud al Akraa and his ilk for their actions and 

conduct, as alleged hereunder? 

62. Will the command staff of Hand in Hand for Syria comment on the praise 

controversial Irish expatriate, StandbySyria ñactivistò and apparent Hand in 

Hand for Syria trustee Iman Muhahed/Murphy has heaped on disgraced and 

discredited provocateur Danny Abdel Dayyem in her controversial 

appearance on the controversial Islam Channel with the controversial Dr 

Mousab Azzawi of the controversial Syrian Observatory for Human Rights? 

63. Does the command staff of Hand in Hand for Syria agree with the comment of 

controversial Irish expatriate, StandbySyria ñactivistò and apparent Hand in 

Hand for Syria trustee Iman Mujahed/Murphy during her controversial 

appearance on the controversial Islam Channel (shortly before the 

controversial Dr Mousab Azzawi of the controversial Syrian Observatory for 

Human Rights claims that 6,672 have lost their lives) that the Syrian 

government is committing genocide?  

64. Does the command staff of Hand in Hand for Syria agree with the comment of 

controversial Irish expatriate, StandbySyria ñactivistò and apparent Hand in 

Hand for Syria trustee Iman Mujahed/Mujahed during her controversial 

appearance on the controversial Islam Channel that the West should arm the 

cannibals and criminals of the Free Syrian Army?  
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65. Will Hand in Hand for Syria, as far as lies within their power, take disciplinary 

and other action against Irish expatriate Iman Murphy/Mujahed for bringing 

them into disrepute, as alleged hereunder? 

66. Will Hand in Hand for Syria tighten their governance structure and make it 

sufficiently transparent and accountable so that independent researchers like 

me and other concerned individuals will not be needlessly confused and then 

threatened by them with legal action as a result of the confusion emanating, 

as often as not, from them?  

67. When will Hand in Hand for Syria release audited accounts and will they 

submit their accounts to a forensic investigation and if not, why not? 

68. Will Hand in Hand for Syria explain why they are so late having their accounts 

audited and submitted to the Charity Commission? 

69. Will Hand in Hand for Syria help clarify accounting issues raised in Appendix 

two of this document? 

70. Will Hand in Hand for Syria name the fifteen volunteers and operatives who 

lost their lives in government-held Syria in the line of duty? 

71. Will Hand in Hand for Syria sufficiently improve their governance structure so 

that no more lives are needlessly lost? 

72. Will Hand in Hand for Syria hand their operations in government-controlled 

Syria over to reputable bodies in the manner I have suggested and, if not, why 

not? 

73. Can Hand in Hand for Syria clarify if they now operate in 90% or 70% of Syria 

and, if the latter, when did this significant retreat happen, where did it happen 

and were any more lives lost in the process? 

74. Will Hand in Hand for Syria state precisely where they are operating in Kobani 

and under whose auspices are they there? 

75. Will Hand in Hand for Syria give details of their operations outside of areas 

contiguous to the Turkish border? 

76. Will Hand in Hand for Syria comment at length on the huge number of 

apparent anomalies in in BBCôs controversial Saving Syriaôs Children, only a 

few of which are cited in the pages which follow? 

77. Will Hand in Hand for Syria confirm what their opinion is of the crimes of 

programme fixer/translator, Mr Al Mughira Al Sharif, who featured in BBCôs 

controversial Saving Syriaôs Children? 

78. Will Hand In Hand for Syria comment on how the young teenagers shot in the 

spine were evacuated to Jordanian hospitals? Given the grave nature of their 

injuries, will they name them? 

79. Will Hand in Hand for Syria make a financial donation to the family of my good 

friend, the late Sunni Shiekh, Cheikh Mohammad Izzat Al Matroud, murdered 

by the terrorists of the Free Syrian Army, whose flag forms part of their logo? 

80. Will Hand in Hand for Syria explain why their leading members have shared 

platforms with ñhumanitarian warò proponents such as Paul Conroy and 

Gilbert Achar, both of whom played incendiary roles in the Cricklewood terror 

attacks? 
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81. Has Hand in Hand for Syria a view on the decision of the Swedish authorities 

to prosecute members of the Free Syrian Army, whose flag formed part of 

Hand in Hand for Syriaôs logo, as war criminals? 

82. Will Hand in Hand for Syria any and all monies denoted by people and 

organisations, who now feel they were deceived into donating money to them 

under false pretences? 

83. Do the trustees of Hand in Hand for Syria feel they are personally liable for 

any mismanagement or misinformation concerning Hand in Hand for Syria? 

84. Will Hand in Hand for Syria supply full hard copy and electronic paper trails to 

the relevant authorities in Libya, Britain, Syria and elsewhere so that all their 

claims, relationships, partnerships and other matters of public interest and 

safety may be verified? 

 

More Questions: We ask many more important questions of Hand In Hand for Syria 

and kindred groups in appendix 2a and in the pages which now follow. Although this 

document will be amended accordingly when these questions are answered, the 

hope is that, in the light of the most recent gangland hit, the police will start asking 

these questions as part of their murder investigation as well as into sex jihad 

recruitment and more general aspects of Syrian-related crime.   
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Al Qaeda in Egypt Murder Anti-Muslim Brotherhood Supporters. Hand in Hand for 

Syria celebrated the Egyptian ñrevolutionò. 

Graphic Warning: The next page as well as some of the appendices to this revised 

document contains graphic pictures of the victims of the Free Syrian Army, Islamic 

State and other terrorist groups operating in Syria. I believe including these 

distressing pictures is necessary to drive home the nature of the threats, which the 

peoples of Syria, Britain and kindred countries face, and which are integral to my 

counter-claim against Hand in Hand for Syria, which had the flag of one of those 

terrorist groups emblazoned on its logo.  
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Hand in Hand for Syria Redux: Caveats, Disclaimers and Summary 

 

Alan Henning: Brutally Murdered near the ISIS headquarters of Raqqa, where Hand 

in Hand for Syria claim to operate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

My good friend, the late Shiekh, Cheikh Mohammad Izzat Al Matroud, 

murdered by Free Syrian Army terrorists, late March 2015. This is a picture of 

him brokering a peace deal which allowed thousands of human shields the Free 

Syrian Army were using to be safely evacuated. 

  



Who is Hand in Hand for Syria Hand in Hand With? Dr Declan Hayes +447942440165 
londonhayes@gmail.com 
 

12 
 

  

More pictures I took of my late and good friend, the late Shiekh, Cheikh 

Mohammad Izzat Al Matroud, murdered by Free Syrian Army terrorists, late 

March 2015. I, and no doubt his widow, his children, his worldwide network of 

friends, the peace-loving people of Syria and all others who met him, will remember 

this Sunni tribal elder as the gentle, kind, compassionate, big-hearted, loving man 

that he was and will find it difficult not to despise the twisted minds of his Free Syrian 

Army assassins who lured him into a fatal ambush on the pretext of him brokering 

another local peace deal, knowing that this simple soul would literally walk that extra 

mile for peace or, in this case, into their fatal ambush in the hope of saving more 

lives.   

Dedication: This work is dedicated to all of those, Syrians and non-Syrians alike, 

who have been murdered trying to bring peace, prosperity and happiness back to 

Syria. These include the late Alan Henning, whose mutilated remains are 

photographed above, and the fifteen volunteers, whose names I do not know, of 

Hand in Hand for Syria, who were brutally tortured and murdered by person or 

persons unknown. Any penalty that we have to pay for trying to bring peace and 

transparency to Syria pales in comparison with their ultimate sacrifices. 

Legal Purpose: Following complaints from Nelsonôs, a firm of solicitors acting for 

Hand in Hand for Syria, this document/letter has been extended from its original 29 

pages to more than 380 to explore and, hopefully, satisfy their concerns. The extra 

350 or so pages are to take on board Hand in Hand for Syriaôs concerns by making 

the purpose of the original document clearer by, inter alia, clarifying any ambiguities, 

as far as is practicable, that may have existed in the former and to thereby elide the 

need for any legal or other rash actions on their side. 



Who is Hand in Hand for Syria Hand in Hand With? Dr Declan Hayes +447942440165 
londonhayes@gmail.com 
 

13 
 

A Copy of Nelsonôs Letter: Nelsonôs appended letter may also be downloaded from 

this folder here: www.taigs.com/Syria/home_beauty so that readers may check how 

honest, open and transparent my treatment of their letter is. A large number of other 

relevant documents are available in a separate folder inside that folder 

Humanitarian Purpose: This document, like its much shorter predecessor, aims to 

empower the Syrian peace process by critically examining some of the main players 

in the conflict, Hand in Hand for Syria and its affiliates in this case. 

Academic Purpose: The original document was an attempt to examine the 

financials and related governance structure of a media-savvy, high-profile charity 

operating in opaque circumstances and, as such, was a continuation of decades of 

academic work I have done on other charities, football teams and sundry other 

companies. Although those previous works can be produced if and when necessary, 

I link here www.taigs.com/Syria/shelterbox.pdf  as well as here 

http://tinyurl.com/lpt2gdc , without comment or prejudice but only to cameo Hand in 

Hand for Syriaôs own governance-related issues, which we will address later, to a 

lengthy relevant 551 page report on Shelterbox, a major international charity that has 

been supplying dual-use material to Hand in Hand for Syria for quite some time now. 

As the sheer size of both the Shelterbox report and this missive show, delving into 

charities such as these is a time-consuming process not made any easier by their 

apparent opaqueness and corporate governance shortcomings. 

Legal Objectives: Hand in Hand for Syria, through their solicitors, have made it 

widely known that they are most unhappy with the original letter/article. To try, in 

part, to redress without prejudice all of their concerns, I have summarised and 

addressed, at length, each and every one of the points of objections made in their 

solicitorôs letter not only to avoid, if possible, costly and time-consuming litigation 

from their side but to clarify the many issues raised so that Syria may be more 

efficiently helped.  

The Main Bones of Contention: Hand in Hand for Syria, through their solicitors, 

allege I have defamed them, have told highly damaging untruths about them and 

have thereby put their personnel and their families in grave risk. This much-extended 

article allows for the truth or otherwise of their assertions to be more fully and 

accurately ascertained. 

Counter-Claim: I assert that it is I, along with many of their employees and 

associates who have been put at risk, and I cite and/or include a necessarily 

selective sample of evidence to that effect both in the main body of the article and in 

the appendices.  

Contents: This document is structured sequentially as follows: 

1. Caveats, Disclaimers and Executive Summary. 

2. Reply to Hand in Hand for Syriaôs solicitors as well as a large number of 

caveats, corrections, clarifications and apologies to show my good faith in this and to 

further help propel the Syrian peace process forward by further empowering those 

working for Syriaôs most disadvantaged. 

http://www.taigs.com/Syria/home_beauty
http://www.taigs.com/Syria/shelterbox.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/lpt2gdc
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3. Appendix 1: This is the original document, article or letter that caused Hand in 

Hand for Syria to react as it did. Only the logo heading and some redundant contact 

details have been changed or removed; other than that, the document retains its 

original form, with nothing added, redacted or elided. This is to enable fair and 

honest people to better judge if the allegations of Hand in Hand for Syria against it 

can be sustained. 

4. Appendix 2. My follow up document, which cursorily examined the unaudited 

accounts of Hand in Hand for Syria. Because these unaudited accounts were 

submitted very late, analysis of them could not be part of the original document to 

which Hand in Hand for Syria so stridently objected. This section asks further serious 

questions of Hand in Hand for Syria, which, one hopes, they will quickly answer to 

the satisfaction of all people of good will. Though I have not revised it, I am happy to 

do so once Hand in Hand for Syria or their agents supply me with relevant 

information to clarify matters that may be in dispute. That said, I would hope this, my 

submission, would form part of a fuller and more official investigation into the issues 

raised. 

 

Appendix 2a: This appendix examines the audited accounts for Hand in Hand for 

Syria for the year ended 31 October 2013. As these accounts were only submitted 

over the Easter 2015 weekend, it has not been possible to give the credit or time 

they deserve. That said, this appendix asks many more serious questions of Hand In 

Hand for Syria and it is hoped the police will now take over this examination in the 

light of the most recent Syrian-related gangland hit. 

5.  Appendix 3: A selection of screengrabs concerning notorious Saudi extremist Mr 

al-Arefe and his contacts with various charity and NGO groups Hand in Hand for 

Syria should be very familiar with if, as the Charity Commission expect them to, they 

did due diligence on him before showcasing this evil man to their supporters, friends 

and other benefactors, many of whom were most probably radicalised into doing 

(sex) jihad as a result of University of Leicester rally. 

6. Appendix 4: The Fallen: Lest We Forget. The Crimes and Victims of the Free 

Syrian Army and related murder gangs.  
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6. Appendix 5: Other screengrabs, photos and comments which attempt to flesh 

out Hand in Hand for Syriaôs role in the Syrian crisis. These will probably be 

expanded on receipt of Hand in Hand for Syriaôs reply. 

7. Appendix 6: An account of the violent demonstrators, many of them 

prominent Hand in Hand for Syria activists and/or supporters, who disrupted the 

Cricklewood meeting and who terrified the women and smaller children attending it in 

the process. 

8. Appendix 6: Addendum: My 30 November 2013 letter of complaint to 

Hampshire police, concerning Christine Gilmore, Dr Mahmoud al Akraa and the 

Cricklewood terror attacks. 

9. Appendix 7: Syriaôs Band of Muslim Brotherhoods. Current British government 

investigations increasingly point to this shadowy, subversive organisation as the 

power behind a whole range of interlinked charities and support groups for 

questionable change across the Arab world. Though the original report on them is 

included here in the appendices, they and their opaque ways feature in the main 

body of this work as well. 

10. Appendix 8: Short notes from Kessab, Saidnaya, Damascus and elsewhere 

from my 2013 trips to Syria. These are important to show that I, in contrast to Hand 

in Hand for Syria personnel, have been open and transparent in my movements in 

Syria.  

11. Appendix 8a: The Massacre of Armenians at Kassab, Syria under the support 

of the Republic of Turkey, June 26, 2014. By Our Correspondent, Latakia and 

Kassab, Syria. As we approach the April 24th 2015 100th anniversary of the Armenian 

genocide, it is important to take note of our correspondentôs report on how Turkey, 

through their proxies, continues the war of genocide against the Armenians the 

criminals of the Young Turk movement initiated 100 years ago 

12. Appendix 9: Some Closing Notes on our Embedded Media. Though these 

short notes and comments could be expanded into a virtual library, these short notes 

are important in assessing how groups like Hand in Hand for Syria have not only 

been spared even the mildest criticisms but have been actively promoted at the 

expense of the more established and less controversial ones.  A forensic 

examination of the media in the wars of the Orwellian-named Arab Spring would 

indicate that Hand in Hand for Syria are most likely the tip of a rancid iceberg that will 

poison our planet unless it is resolutely dealt with. 

13. Appendix 10: A selection of correspondence from Nelsonôs solicitors, 

acting on behalf of Hand in Hand for Syria, and form the University of Southampton, 

expressing their own concerns on this grave matter. 

To summarise: The Syrian crisis is widely regarded as being amongst the worldôs 

largest humanitarian disaster since World War 2. For the surviving Syrian people to 

emerge from this nightmare, it is essential that those groups, such as Hand in Hand 

for Syria, which purport to help the Syrian people, adhere to the strictest and highest 

levels of probity and transparency and that, in the case of Hand in Hand for Syria, 
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more lives are not needlessly lost or, with regard to the wider family of fund-raising 

groups, monies are not collected by unsavoury and/or unrepresentative characters 

under false pretences. These my views, are shared by many, not least the Charity 

Commission and Kent police, who have been charged with investigating, with a view 

towards prosecutions, fraudulent charities connected with Syria. Although Hand in 

Hand for Syriaôs good name is, of course, vitally important to them, their good name 

can best be maintained and enhanced by being open and transparent, rather than 

being opaque and truculent. To paraphrase John 8:32, the Truth will set them and 

Syria free. 

Dr Declan Hayes, MA, MLItt, PhD, ASIA, April 2015 

(Baptised according to the rites of the Catholic Church on 22 February, 1954 in the 

Church of the Assumption, Howth, Co Dublin, Ireland). 

 

 

The Mufti and I: This is a picture of me with my good friend, His Grace, Ahmad Badr 

Al-Din Hassoun, the Grand Mufti of Syria, whose son was brutally murdered by the 

Free Syrian Army terrorists for no other crime than for being his son. My own photo 

is included so that radical Syrian extremists or their agents will not mistake someone 

else for me should they decide to do a Lee Rigby on me. As this document later 

explains, as a gesture of goodwill, when I again meet him in late April, I will urge His 

Grace to use his good offices to enable Hand in Hand for Syria to transfer their 

operations in government-controlled areas to religious, secular and/or international 

charities of good standing who have been properly licenced to operate there and to 

ensure that no-one is prosecuted as a result of Hand in Hand for Syriaôs illegal 

charitable activities. The fifteen Hand in Hand for Syria operatives who have already 

been brutally tortured and murdered are fifteen too many.  
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Background: On 23 July 2014, I sent a letter to a large number of interested MPs, 

the Charity Commission, the London Metropolitan Police, the Hampshire Police, the 

Kent Police and several other concerned bodies and people regarding my concerns 

about Hand in Hand for Syria, an organisation that claims to be sending 

humanitarian aid on a non-partisan and non-political basis to Syria. I attach the letter 

as appendix 1, together with appendix 2, a follow-up I did analysing the unaudited 

financial report they very belatedly submitted to the Charity Commission. Although 

the Hampshire police informed me at the time the results of their enquiries would be 

regarded as police intelligence and therefore would not be shared with me, I did hear 

back on the grapevine that the Special Branch had interviewed people closely 

associated with Hand in Hand for Syria, partly, I had imagined, as a result of my 

work. Other than that, I got little or no feedback from my work and I began to forget 

about Hand in Hand for Syria, but I was happy I had tried to play my part in 

highlighting a matter of concern to the people of Britain, several of whom have 

recently been brutally beheaded in areas of Syria Hand in Hand for Syria are most 

active in. 

 

Disclaimer: The above map, retrieved in April 2015 from the front page of Hand in 

Hand for Syriaôs website (http://www.handinhandforsyria.org.uk ) shows Hand in 

Hand for Syria claiming to be operating in al Raqqa, where ISIS are headquartered 

and where British citizens were recently beheaded; in Idleb where Jabhat al-Nusra 

and the Khorasan Group, which the USA claims is infinitely more radical than even 

the ISIS extremists, are both headquartered; in the terrorist enclaves of Aleppo, 

which are now all but fully surrounded by the Syrian army; and even in the killing 

fields of remote Deir ElZor, which is controlled on the one side by elite Republican 

Guard units of the Syrian Arab Army and on the other by ISIS , which beheads non-

partisan British and other aid workers as a matter of course. Though Hand in Hand 

for Syria have also repeatedly claimed to operate in Damascus without the 

permission of the Syrian authorities, they simultaneously claim that neither the 

Syrian Arab Army nor the various rebel terrorist groups terrorising the country 

constrain their activities in any way. Those are incredible claims and truly amazing if 

they are true and can be verified, and if Hand in Hand for Syria were to verify them 

which, as a registered charity they should, no doubt millions more pounds in aid 

would quickly replenish their coffers. Hand in Hand for Syria, through their websites, 

http://www.handinhandforsyria.org.uk/
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through their solicitors and through other channels have repeatedly declined to do 

this, citing security fears, a not inconsequential fact given that they also claim fifteen 

of their volunteers have been brutally murdered in the course of their clandestine 

activities. Their safety concerns as well as the brutal murders of so many of their 

staff does lead one to question if they adhere to basic Health, Safety and Welfare 

standards and, if not, why not. No doubt, Nelsonôs or Hand in Hand for Syria will 

address this and other issues when the appropriate forum manifests itself. For my 

part, as a gesture of goodwill, I am again bringing these apparent shortcomings to 

the attention of the relevant authorities and the wider, concerned public so that they 

may get both Hand in Hand for Syria and their solicitors to address them. 

Hand in Hand for Syria Reacts: There I thought the matter had ended until I came 

in possession on 12 March 2015 of a truculent letter dated 27 February 2015 Hand 

in Hand for Syriaôs solicitors had sent to my former employers, threatening to sue 

them for substantial damages over my letter, a copy of which I had retained at 

www.taigs.com/Hand-in_Glove.pdf where a copy of this amended version now sits, 

together with a further copy inside the www.taigs.com/Syria folder. Though in a state 

of profound shock as a result of this very robust letter from Hand in Hand for Syriaôs 

solicitors, I moved as quickly as I could to allay my former employerôs concerns by 

removing the logo and address I had used when I posted my signed letter to the 

relevant authorities, and I then moved to first consider the impact of the solicitorôs 

letter, and what I could do to allay their concerns as well as those I harboured for my 

own safety. I decided I first had to address Hand in Hand for Syriaôs points, not only 

to alleviate their concerns but to allay my own concerns about being potentially 

bankrupted by the lawsuit, frivolous or otherwise, they had confronted my former 

employer with. One result of these deliberations is this lengthy if necessarily 

incomplete rebuttal of their charges as part of my counter-claim that I am the injured 

party. 

My Own Concerns and Actions: As appendix 8 in particular makes clear, I have 

been a constant target of physical violent harassment by supporters of Hand in Hand 

for Syria acting, it has to be said, in a personal capacity but in cahoots with more 

sinister groupings the appendices explore. Some of Hand in Hand for Syriaôs more 

strident supporters even travelled from as far away as Leeds University to Londonôs 

Cricklewood to physically and violently disrupt a public meeting I chaired with Nobel 

Peace Prize Laureate Mairéad Maguire and Nobel Peace Prize Nominee Mother 

Agnes Mariam of the Cross ( aka Fadia Laham) and they subsequently had the 

police visit my house shortly after that on frivolous charges, which not only wasted 

valuable Hampshire and West Yorkshire police time as well my own but lowered my 

reputation with friends, work colleagues and neighbours who started to avoid me 

immediately afterwards. As the appendices make clear, the London hall we had the 

meeting at was subjected to sustained intimidation, as was an Irish TD, who hosted 

us in the Irish Parliament. Importantly, even though my phone number was 

prominently displayed on the promotional literature for the meeting, the violent thugs 

who organised the intimidation, never contacted me but constantly phoned and 

emailed the hall and the Irish politicianôs office instead. Likewise, Hand in Hand for 

Syriaôs firm of solicitors never contacted me, even though my phone number and 

http://www.taigs.com/Hand-in_Glove.pdf
http://www.taigs.com/Syria
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emails were prominently displayed on the letter, appended herewith, I sent to the 

police and other bodies and which Hand in Hand for Syria retrieved online. 

The result of this is that as I no longer feel safe even in my own house, I have put it 

up for sale and I plan to flee the country before I am again physically assaulted 

and/or my reputation, standing and esteem amongst my friends, neighbours and 

acquaintances are damaged even more. My fears have, of course, been greatly 

compounded by the way Hand in Hand for Syria communicated their concerns to my 

former employers; because of the cast of characters, many very unsavoury, Hand in 

Hand for Syria have been involved with, however tangentially, there is no knowing 

what may happen next if legal action against me fails; as I type, I am watching 

unmarked vans cruise by and I have to wonder if I will be bundled into one of them. I 

feel my very life, as well as my reputation and good name, may now be in peril not 

only in Britain and any other Western country where I could be ñgotò but also in in 

Syria where I shall shortly return and where various groups Hand in Hand for Syria 

have dealt with believe in torturing and murdering ñCross-worshippersò as they call 

those born into the Catholic faith like me. So acute, in fact, is the danger, that my 

local MP, with whom I am arranging another meeting and one of whose assistants 

has just visited, has, amongst very many others, previously warned me about taking 

on those with a vested interest in promoting Syriaôs turmoil.  

 

Public Enemies Number One: Syrian criminal mob preacher Abdul Hadi Arwani 

(above left) was murdered in a gangland-style hit on a North London street on 8th 

April 2015. Arwani, who was active during the bloody 1982 Syrian Muslim 

Brotherhood massacres in Hama, preached at Actonôs notorious An-Noor Mosque, 

which regularly hosted the son of fellow-radical preacher Abu Hamza aka Captain 

Hook (above right), who is now serving life without the possibility of parole in an 

American prison for his own war crimes. The Acton mosque was also the location for 

the November 2013 escape of prominent terror suspect Mohammed Ahmed 

Mohamed, who dressed himself as a woman to evade justice. Following this latest 

hit, reports claim ña police source said the mosque had attracted a number of former 

criminals who have turned to Islam and it was possible that a feud at the mosque 

had turned violentò. The An-Noor Mosque has also hosted other extremist speakers 

including Murtaza Khan, Shakeel Begg and Haitham Haddad and Arwani, who was 

rabidly opposed to the secular government of his native Syria, was free to prowl the 

streets of London until his fellow-gangsters stopped his gallop. As I spent all that day 

in London myself researching another toxic Salafist preacher, I appreciate how 

vulnerable we all are to these criminal sociopaths. 
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Public Interest and Invasion of Privacy: Given that British subjects are being 

beheaded in both London and Syria and given the role Hand in Hand for Syria claims 

to have played in the Syrian conflict, as well as its very high public profile in the 

British media, it is very much in the public interest to ask non-intrusive questions 

about those who lead or who speak for groups like Hand in Hand for Syria. Likewise, 

given the resources the British police have devoted to Syrian-centric bogus charities, 

something Hand in Hand for Syria has also explicitly expressed concerns about, the 

public interest necessitates that all such groups, Hand in Hand for Syria included, 

are properly vetted. Given how over-stretched the Charity Commission, the police 

and related bodies admit to being in areas like this, Hand in Hand for Syria should, I 

feel, welcome rather than hinder such routine academic scrutiny and certainly should 

not threaten and terrify neutral researchers like myself but should instead be 

delighted that superficial contact details about them, which are already in the public 

domain, are collated and disseminated; Hand in Hand for Syria should acknowledge 

actions such as mine further enable them to clarify areas of serious public concern 

and to thereby raise even more money after they are given a cleaner bill of health. 

Their threats to sue and to otherwise punish those like me who disseminate contact 

or other information that has already been widely disseminated is not in the public 

interest and is not covered by the right to privacy. It is in the public interest that their 

spokespeople explain their actions and, if they feel they are under threat in Britain, 

they should, like me, report their genuine concerns to the police and other relevant 

authorities and not try to bury independent, academic and other research.  

Corrections and Disclaimers: In an effort to get to the truth, so that Syria may be 

more effectively helped, corrections, clarifications and disclaimers will not only be 

included but will also be highlighted in the paragraphs which follow to show my good 

faith and to allow Hand in Hand for Syria to clarify matters rather than to  further 

obfuscate them. To facilitate that, the letter of Nelsonôs solicitors, acting on behalf of 

Hand in Hand for Syria, to the University of Southampton, dated 27 February 2015, 

will now be given primary prominence so as to give priority, as far as is practicable, 

to their concerns; their letter will be summarised and, for aid to digestion, will be 

broken into sections, whilst ensuring nothing of note is lost. It is also available in its 

entirety in the www.taigs.com/Syria/home_beauty folder as well as in the 

appendices. 

Nelsonôs Letter, Part A: They inform the university that their client objects to a 

letter, included here in the appendices,  ñpublished on the Internet, written by a Dr 

Declan Hayesòéòon a Southampton University letterheadò.  The university, in a letter 

to me of 11 March 2015, politely and professionally asked me to remove all 

references to Southampton University on my retained copy, which I now have done 

so as not to unnecessarily complicate matters. The professional and measured tone 

of the universityôs letter stands in marked contrast to the very strident if not outright 

bellicose tone of the person who drafted the letter from Nelsonôs and I feel this 

needless aggression is not helpful in this case or, indeed, for the cause of the people 

of Syria and that Nelsonôs should consider apologising for this seemingly needlessly 

abrasive, unprofessional tone. I intend to ask the Solicitors Regulation Authority 

http://www.taigs.com/Syria/home_beauty
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(SRA) to ask Nelsonôs to reconsider their approach to elderly people like me in the 

light of relevant recommendations from the Charity Commission and the SRA itself. 

Nelsonôs Letter, Part B: The letter then goes on to say that ñthe comments and 

statements madeéare defamatory of our client; in their natural and ordinary 

meaning. Some of the statements made infer that our client: 

1. ñIs a supporter of the armed Syrian army.ò Although this charge is repeated 

and/or inferred several times, my article/letter nowhere says, implies or ñinfersò that 

Hand in Hand for Syria supports the Syrian Arab Army, which is the official, legal and 

only armed army of the Syrian Arab Republic. That statement is plainly wrong and so 

is the implication that supporting the armed forces of an independent state of long 

standing, which has an uncontested seat at the United Nations, is defamatory. 

Further, to say, imply or ñinferò that such a statement is defamatory puts me and 

other people who enter Syria legally at risk both in Syria and in the UK and it also 

lowers our standing in our respective communities and beyond. The fate of the late 

Drummer Lee Rigby, referred to later, who was brutally murdered on a London 

street, shows how dangerous and damning such statements can be. 

2.òIs providing financial support to the armed Syrian oppositionò. The 

article/letter does not say, imply or ñinferò this and nor do Nelsonôs produce a quote 

to substantiate that claim. The article/letter merely restates Hand in Hand for Syriaôs 

countless own statements that is has pumped dual-use supplies such as very 

expensive satellite phones into areas controlled by the armed Syrian opposition, 

areas where almost all their hospitals and depots are based and which, if their 

tweets and Facebook pages are indicative, are exclusively their area of operations. 

My letter/article makes the point, which is repeated in my analysis of their unaudited 

accounts, that their financial dealings are opaque and open to question, just as are 

those of any other charity, NGO or business. It is the job of financial analysis, work I 

have competently conducted without controversy until now for over 30 years, to ask 

questions on matters like this and that is precisely what I have done in this case and 

it is up to those behind the accounts or to others analysing those accounts to 

address the questions, to clarify ambiguities and not to bully, brow-beat and threaten 

those like me asking these reasonable questions that are very much in the public 

interest. Because all of that is bog-standard financial analysis practice, the fact that 

both my professional integrity and professional competence have been drawn into 

question and that this has been done through my former employers, has brought me 

further into disrepute, and it has also led to offers of work being withdrawn, thus 

further materially damaging me and damaging my imminent retirement prospects 

and causing me further stress and more sleepless nights worrying about what is 

going to become of me. 
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No Safe Irish Haven: Irish like me are now ñlegitimate ISIS Targetsò as their ISIS 

operatives refine their Irish sleeper cells. Hand in Hand for Syria seem to admit they 

treat these ISIS butchers in their hospitals and they cannot see why we should find 

that problematic. 
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Anjem Choudary: again tells his 28,000+ followers on Twitter that the Cross-

worshipping ñCrusader Irishò like me are legitimate targets. He previously made 

these threats in my alma mater, Trinity College, Dublin on 10 November 2005. 

Although fleeing to a remote part of Ireland is one obvious fall back possibility, 

articles such this recent report http://tinyurl.com/n5war8t where radical British jihadist 

proponent Anjem Choudary once again says that the Cross-worshipping ñCrusader 

Irishò are legitimate targets for the Islamic head choppers means I could reasonably 

expect to be chopped up in Ireland as well as here in Southampton where Choudary 

studied at precisely the same Faculty of Southampton University where Hand in 

Hand for Syriaôs solicitors sent their threatening letter; given his prior connection with 

the butchers of Drummer Lee Rigby, who followed the orders of Mr al-Arefe, 

discussed later, to strike fear into the hearts of the ñCross-worshippersò, my own 

fears are far from idle ones. 

  

http://tinyurl.com/n5war8t
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The university angle is also important too as this link 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-32059813 describing Home Secretary Theresa Mayôs 

shows.  Southampton University have not acted on dubious collections I have 

reported to them, they seem unconcerned about staff members sporting terrorist 

flags in their offices, they have recently banned academic conferences such as this 

http://gu.com/p/475bp/stw at the same faculty, and other universities such as 

Leicester, which have thrown their facilities open to the most extreme jihadist 

elements, seem to be far worse. Not only that but academics and former students at 

other universities have told me of the grooming process targeting vulnerable young 

teenagers that is endemic in them. As the ISIS terror threats in both Britain and 

Ireland mount, as the most extreme elements become more vociferous and much 

better organised, the British people are supposed to lie back and not think of the fate 

that awaits not only them but the Christians and other minorities of the Middle East. 

The complicity of Britainôs universities is propelling us into the abyss.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-32059813
http://gu.com/p/475bp/stw
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Islamic State Declare Open Season on British politicians: The Daily Telegraph of 

25 March 2015 quotes Abu Abdullah Britani - believed to be Abu Rahin Aziz, a 

former credit control operator from Luton imploring Englandôs Muslims to slaughter 

British politicians. Aziz, who is linked to Hibernophobic hate preacher Anjem 

Choudary, has previous form slicing up people. As leading members of the 

Conservative Party have been particularly helpful to me, I have to also reasonably 

expect to be a target of the more violent elements of the home-grown supporters of 

the Syrian rebels. They have murdered others for less. 
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Chlorine Gas Attack This 23 March 2015 report in the Independent tells the British 

public to get ready for a no-warning chemical gas attack by the Syrian rebels. These 

threats against both me and the British and Irish public are not idle ones. 

 

 

3. ñIs funded by a notorious Saudi extremistò. Hand in Hand for Syria must come 

clean about their connection and that of their members with notorious Saudi 

extremist Mohammad Al-Arefe and voluntarily or otherwise tell the police what, if 

anything, they know about this evil man grooming youngsters, now-dead jihadists 

included, in British mosques; as some of these impressionable young British citizens 

groomed by al-Arefe have been killed while raping and murdering Christians in Syria 

and, as hundreds more are reported to have returned to Britain to wage jihad against 

their critics, me included, it is imperative for the public interest that Hand in Hand for 

Syria immediately be made inform the press, the police, the Charity Commission and 

the public at large what they know about al-Arefe and his extremist ring and what 

they know about the extent of the danger Britain faces from these British-based 

extremists al-Arefe has groomed and which Hand in Hand for Syria may have 

facilitated, however inadvertently. 

Hand in Hand for Syria must also explain why they gave a prominent platform to this 

very violent man to spread his bile, an act which could ultimately bring them into 

disrepute amongst British subjects and residents, whose inherent decency gets them 

to unreservedly deplore the atrocities of The Free Syrian Army, al Nusra, ISIS  and 

the various other terrorist groups al-Arefe has lent succour to who are murdering, 

torturing, raping and enslaving Syrians and in whose various slaughter houses Hand 

in Hand for Syria claim to be able to work with, unimpeded. 

Regarding funding, Hand in Hand for Syria should reveal who their earlier Gulf 

sponsors were and if Saudi extremist fanatic al-Arefe, a key fund-raiser in the Arab 

world for violent head-chopping child-raping jihadists, is one of them. Hand in Hand 

for Syria should also reveal everything they know about al-Arefe and his associates 

to the police, to the Charity Commission and to all others, myself included, who 
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oppose the violent extremism al-Arefe typifies and the demonic caliphate he and his 

allies work towards. All this should be done with a view to not only jailing al-Arefe 

and neutralising his radicalising influences but undoing the very serious damage 

Hand in Hand for Syria have wrought to the people of Syria by having al-Arefe as a 

benefactor, an association Hand in Hand for Syria deny but one we shall return to 

presently. 

Clarification and Corrections: Although Hand in Hand for Syriaôs solicitors have 

stated Mr al-Arefe has not funded their organisation and has not been a benefactor 

to them, Hand in Hand for Syria seem to now concede that that Mohammad al-Arefe, 

who spoke at at least one of their meetings, is a notorious Saudi extremist but 

categorically refute the allegation that he was one of their primary financial 

supporters. The author unreservedly apologises for any undue hurt this may have 

caused Hand in Hand for Syria and hopes they can clarify to the police, to the 

Charity Commission, to the media and to all other interested bodies precise details of 

their relationship with this notorious Saudi extremist, who is now banned from 

entering Britain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr al-Arefe is pictured above as a prominent speaker at a Hand in Hand for Syria 

meeting. Hand in Hand for Syria should confirm whether the information contained in 

these two (and other) links http://tinyurl.com/q5e8wyw  & http://tinyurl.com/nv7m6n6  

are true or false. They are archived copies at the Wayback Machine and they cite 

"the Original Arabic article by London-based, award-winning journalist Nizar Nayouf"  

and they list  al-Arefe as a ñshareholder and one of the sponsorsò of Hand in Hand 

for Syria. To facilitate the process of discovering whether, in fact, al-Arefe was one of 

Hand in Hand for Syriaôs primary sponsors or not, Hand in Hand for Syria must turn 

their books over so that they can be forensically examined and their good name 

http://tinyurl.com/q5e8wyw
http://tinyurl.com/nv7m6n6
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cleared; there is no other more practical way for Hand in Hand for Syria to clear their 

good name than to come clean and open up their books to forensic examination. In 

addition, Hand in Hand for Syria must also explain why, in innocence or otherwise, 

they accepted al-Arefe as a benefactor to their meeting. In simple English: how, why 

and to what purpose did they allow this fanatical hate monger speak at their meeting 

and have they disciplined those who enabled him to bring Hand in Hand for Syria 

into disrepute in this very serious way. Nayouf, who admittedly holds Dr Hallam in 

low esteem and who refers to al-Arefe as the Mufti of "Jihad marriage" for reasons 

we shall soon see, has opined that Hand to Hand for Syria is less than honest or 

transparent in its financial dealings. Instead of filing a lawsuit against him, Hand in 

Hand for Syria might be better employed first getting their financial and governance 

houses in order, something the enigmatic Ms Iman Mujahed and others told us they 

had done a long time ago, even down to the antiseptic, as she so eloquently put it.  

In so far as Mr al-Arefe is not a financial supporter and/or a benefactor in any other 

way to Hand in Hand for Syria, I unreservedly apologise but Hand in Hand for Syria 

should understand that, failing certifiable evidence from them or others to the 

contrary, researchers, journalists and others with the safety of their fellows at heart, 

will continue to regard repeating statements about Hand in Hand for Syriaôs 

connections with the notorious Saudi extremist Mr al-Arefe as fair comment just as 

they will continue to raise legitimate concerns about Hand in Hand for Syriaôs funding 

and original sponsors until they submit to a full, forensic audit. In my own case, I 

have given and continue to give Hand in Hand for Syria ample room to refute any 

charges or undo any untruths and I cannot be fairer than that.  

Note: the www.syriatruth.org insert in the photo above may be roughly translated 

as follows: This Wahhabi preacher, al Arefe, who is speaking at the function of Hand 

in Hand for Syria, for whom Dr Rola works in London works, has advocated to his 

followers doing sex jihad in Syria. 

 

http://www.syriatruth.org/
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Above: Screengrab of Nizar Nayoufôs Facebook page opining on al Arefe. 

Sheikh Muhammed al-Arefe: A Quick Summary of Hand in Hand for Syriaôs 

Alleged Benefactor 

 

 

 

The above photos show al-Arefe (sometimes called al Arifi or other derivations) on 

various violent sectarian jihads and doing a meet and greet session in Fulham when 

he addressed the fundraising dinner for ñvictimsò of the war in Syria. Al-Arefe is the 

go-to guy for those wishing to raise money for violent jihad or to overthrow secular 

governments like that in Syria. 

Notorious hate preacher Sheikh Muhammed Al Arifi is a professor (of sorts) at King 

Saud University in Riyadh. He has continually called for a ñjihadò in Syria ñin every 

possible wayò, and, whether in this capacity as a jihadi recruiting sergeant or not, he 

was, for example, billed as the star speaker at the two-day conference at the Al 

Muntada mosque in Fulham, west London, in June 2013 and at the fundraising 

dinner for ñvictimsò of the war in Syria. 
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Although quickly banned in Switzerland for calling for the total extermination of the 

worldôs 100 million Shiôites, he was, at the time, freely welcomed in Britain. Despite 

his genocidal views, Mohamad bin Abdul Rahman al-Arefe is the most popular 

Sheikh in the entire Arab peninsula and, as Hand in Hand for Syria should know, it is 

from that hotbed of jihadist extremism that most of the medical aid reaching the 

Syrian terrorists emanates and that help make him the go-to guy for those wishing to 

undermine the secular government of Syria by fair means or foul. 

Al-Arefe, who holds the position of Imam of the Mosque of the King Fahd academy 

of the Saudi Navy, has around 9 million largely fanatical followers on Twitter, a fact 

which places his account in the top 100 worldwide, and #1 for the entire Middle East, 

which is from where most Syrian jihadist mass murderers emanate. Given his high 

profile and vast street cred in the jihadist world, Hand in Hand for Syria might 

reasonably be expected to have done even the most cursory due diligence on him 

before show-casing him at their meeting. Even at this late stage, Hand in Hand for 

Syria seem reluctant to divorce themselves from him or to renounce him and 

apologise for working together with him for a common cause. Unless Hand in Hand 

for Syria change that dogged position, the relevant authorities must act to ensure 

that Hand in Hand for Syria and allied groups never again give al-Arefe or similar 

extremists room to spread their bile. 

If Hand in Hand for Syria had done due diligence, they would have discovered that 

Sheikh al-Arefe has in the past accused Shias of being responsible for kidnapping, 

cooking and skinning children before placing their remains outside the family home 

for their parents to find, and he has constantly called on Muslim women, young 

British schoolgirls included, to do sex jihad, which is presumably the reason Nayouf 

refers to al-Arefe as the Mufti of "Jihad marriage". 

Saudi Arabia seemed to have done their own due diligence on Arafe very shortly 

after, as this report http://tinyurl.com/obxc7ck shows. Shortly after he spoke at Hand 

in Hand for Syriaôs Leicester fund-raising gig, the Saudi secret police stopped him 

raising money for Syrian Muslim Brotherhood and Free Syrian Army controlled 

groups.  As Arafe says: ñWe have formed a committee, because people are looking 

for ways to send aid to Syria and the government is doing nothing. The number of 

charitable aid secretly collecting grew, and we do not know about the reliability of 

these people, that is why we have established a committee''.  The Saudi secret 

police were not buying it and, despite using his customary anti-Shia bile, ñhe was 

forced to sign a paper promising to no longer collect financial support for the Syrian 

Muslims.ò 

This Channel 4 report http://tinyurl.com/py3jh3z confirming his huge popularity says 

he is a toxic Salafist and, if that is so, his need to adhere to Saudi Arabiaôs anti-

Muslim Brotherhood line probably explains his current inability to raise funds for 

those terrorist franchises his Saudi bosses now disapprove of. 

Hand in Hand for Syriaôs Leicester Meeting and the Saudi Salafists: Although 

Hand in Hand for Syria were undoubtedly delighted to secure  Moneybags al Arafe 

for their Leicester fund-raiser, other Saudi Salafists were hitting the stumps at the 

same time and all of them were preaching messages Syrians were to suffer and die 

http://tinyurl.com/obxc7ck
http://tinyurl.com/py3jh3z
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from.  Syrian Cleric Sheik Muhammad Badi' Moussa, with the flag of the terrorist 

Free Syrian Army in the background, says here http://tinyurl.com/nhc9kzj after 

informing us that ñOur brothers in the Free Syrian Army sent queries to scholars in 

exile, asking whether they were allowed to raid óAlawite villagesò told the sectarian 

Free Syrian Army butchers that it was, in fact, their religious duty to slaughter Alawite 

women and childrenò; Dr. Saud Al-Fanisan, the former dean of Islamic Law at a 

Saudi University, here http://tinyurl.com/ozmusfd told the warriors that Islamic law 

permitted them to have and abuse slaves and Saudi Arabiaôs Grand Mufti Sheikh 

here http://tinyurl.com/qa2sgqa ordered the destruction of all churches. In such a 

crowded market, Arafe had to find his niche so he plumped for children doing sex 

jihad rather than enslaving Alawite children or torching churches and their 

congregations. 

 

Notorious Saudi extremist Sheikh Muhammed al-Arefe, who has spoken at Hand 

in Hand for Syria meetings, has told British schoolgirls it is their religious duty to do 

sex jihad in Syria. 

http://tinyurl.com/nhc9kzj
http://tinyurl.com/ozmusfd
http://tinyurl.com/qa2sgqa
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Bethnal Green Academy which the three youngster attended prior to going on sex 

jihad. It is now at the centre of a major police investigation into Muslim Brotherhood 

grooming. As this link http://tinyurl.com/nbml3mg shows, Hand in Hand for Syria had 

an ongoing presence in Bethnal Green. 

Nor is al-Arefeôs extremism confined to the disgusting practice of sex jihad. In a 

widely publicised public address he delivered, which aired on Al-Nas TV on February 

21, 2012, more than a full year before his now notorious Fulham appearance but 

only a month before the newly-established Hand in Hand for Syria, complements of 

the University of Leicester, hosted him, al Arefe said: ñThere is no doubt that oneôs 

devotion to Jihad for the sake of Allah and oneôs will to shed blood, smash skulls, 

and chop off body parts for the sake of Allah and in defence of His religion constitute 

an honour for the believer.ò The brute continues; ñIf the Muslims implemented the 

words of Allah: Fight the infidels near you, and let them find harshness in you.ò 

February 13, 2012: Hand in Hand for Syria is incorporated. 

February 21 2012: al-Arefe urges Muslims: Fight the infidels near you. 

March 25, 2012: al-Arefe speaks at Hand in Hand for Syria function at the 

University of Leicester. 

These words are more than the incendiary rants of a demented psychopath. The first 

sentence appear to be the battle orders for the rebel terrorists controlling the areas 

of Syria Hand in Hand for Syria work primarily in and the second sentence to ñfight 

the infidels near youò is evocative of the inspiration behind Lee Rigbyôs murderers. 

http://tinyurl.com/nbml3mg
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Drummer Lee Rigby who was butchered in Woolwich on 22 May 2013, less than 14 

miles from the Fulham mosque where Sheikh Muhammed al-Arefe urged his 

listeners to ñfight the infidels near you.ò Did al-Arefe, Hand in Hand for Syriaôs star 

turn at their University of Leicester rally, help spur his killers on to do their despicable 

deed? 

 

Radicalised Britons Reyaad Khan, Nasser Muthana and Abdul Rakib Amin in 

Syria. Al-Arefe, pictured above taking a selfie, inspired them to kill Christians near 

and far to them. 
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Jihadist recruiting sergeant Al-Arefe, who spoke at the critical Hand in Hand for Syria 

meeting in the University of Leicester, is widely credited with radicalising at least two 

of these cut throats to go to Syria to murder and rape Christians and other Syrians. 

Videos of al-Arefe preaching at Cardiff's Al Manar mosque, attended by Khan and 

Muthana, as well as his brother Aseel, who also joined Islamic State, may be 

watched by following the links this Daily Telegraph article provides here 

http://tinyurl.com/mmeccgk . 

Although al-Arefe is undoubtedly politically inspired, accusations abound that Hand 

in Hand for Syria is as well. It was incorporated as a UK registered charity as 

recently as 13 February 2012 and its web site was set up on 1 March 2012, with 

Channel 4 reporting that it was "formed from within the Syrian diaspora [in 2012] in 

response to a deteriorating humanitarian crisis in the region". The organisation came 

to prominence through Dr Rola Hallam (whose own family, as we later discuss, are 

very heavily involved with the Syrian rebels), who was working as a volunteer during 

an alleged napalm or chemical gas attack on a school in the village of Orum Alkubra 

in Aleppo on 26 August 2013 and she and that attack are both discussed later as 

they are integral parts of Hand in Hand for Syriaôs claim and my counter-claim. 

Because the UK Charity Commission stipulates that an organisation cannot be a 

charity if it has a 'political purpose', Hand in Hand for Syria is therefore explicitly 

prohibited from "furthering the interests of a particular political party" or from 

"securing or opposing any change in the law, whether in the UK or overseas". Yet 

despite that, Hand in Hand for Syria use the flag of a sectarian terrorist murder gang 

as the basis of their logo, something that seems to sit very easily with the expressed 

political desires of many of their leaders, officers and supporters. Although in Spring 

2014, when their website was updated, the logo was quietly modified to remove the 

incriminating three red stars and the globe, the affiliation remains indisputable and 

traces of their logo, complete with Free Syrian Army terrorist flag, still permeate all 

pages of their website as well as this report. 

As if that, along with my original report and its al-Arefe photos, were not enough to 

convince a reasonable person of their compromised stance, we can look back to the 

29 July 2011 founding statement of Free Syrian Army leader Colonel Riad al-Asaad, 

when he said: ñWe announce the formation of the free Syrian army to work hand in 

hand with the people to achieve freedom and dignity to bring this regime down, 

protect the revolution and the countryôs resources, and stand in the face of the 

irresponsible military machine that protects the regime.ò 

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Is this congruence of name and FSA objectives just coincidence? Is the name's 

similarity with World for Libya also just one more coincidence? To consider the 

fairness or otherwise of my original document, let us reproduce the relevant part of 

my original document/letter here: 

 

http://tinyurl.com/mmeccgk
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Figure 4: Mohammad Al-Arefe is honoured at a major jihadist fund-raising event. 
The above photo was retrieved from this link http://tinyurl.com/arefex2 which 
discusses Al-Nusraôs structure. The photo is from a jihadist fund-raising meeting and 
Arefe is portrayed as one of their key fund-raisers.  

The similarity between this jihadist ñhand in handò logo and that of Hand in Hand for 
Syria is not accidental as they are both based on the original rebelsô emblem. 
Further, this BBC report http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-15563900 
explains that the founding statement of the Free Syrian Army states they "work hand 
in hand with the people to achieve freedom and dignity, topple the regime, protect 
the revolution and the country's resources and stand up to the irresponsible military 
machine which is protecting the regime." Hand in Hand for Syria, it seems is hand in 
hand with some very unsavoury characters. 

 

 

 

Figures 5a (Free Syrian Army Flag), 5b (Hand in Hand for Syria logo), 5c. (Flag 
of the Syrian Arab Republic).  It is apparent that the emblem of Hand in Hand for 
Syria (5b), is modelled on the flag of the Free Syrian Army and is therefore aligned to 
those Mr Al-Arefe used in Cairo. Not only do both Hand in Hand for Syria and Mr Al-
Arefe, their extremist benefactor, use the flag of the Free Syrian Army as their 
prototype but they both used clasped hands alluded to in the founding document of 
the Free Syrian Army.  

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

http://tinyurl.com/arefex2
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-15563900


Who is Hand in Hand for Syria Hand in Hand With? Dr Declan Hayes +447942440165 
londonhayes@gmail.com 
 

36 
 

 

The reasonable observer may be forgiven for imagining that, given the similarities in 

design, Hand in Hand for Syria was part of the terrorist Free Syrian Armyôs plan ñto 

work hand in handò with other vested interests to put the Syrian people literally to the 

jihadist sword. That said, as the above screenshot, accessed here 

http://tinyurl.com/kvluovp shows. Hand in Hand for Syria seem to have developed 

their logo and allowed it to evolve through a paid, professional British design firm 

which is proud of their work. That said, however, the screengrab makes plain ñthe 

board of membersò of Hand in Hand for Syria were adamant any modifications must 

retain the initial logoôs ñFree Syriaò inspiration.  

http://tinyurl.com/kvluovp
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Genesis: The above poster is of an even earlier and much more revealing logo from 

Hand in Hand for Syria calling, inter alia, for revolution in Syria. Because of its 

seminal importance, we will discuss this poster, its Turkish-based rather than British-

based designer and its call for a revolutionary jihad in Syria later on.  Though the 

Hand in Hand for Syria poster also has the flag of the terrorist Free Syrian Army 

emblazoned on it, it again appears that those controlling the organisation had yet to 

decide on the logoôs final version ï but were adamant the terrorist Free Syrian Army 

flag had to be a part of it. 
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The reasonable person might also wonder at the meteoric rise of Hand in Hand for 

Syria over such a short time. Unless they had a prior organisation, such as the 

Syrian Muslim Brotherhood and prior sponsors, such as notorious hate preacher and 

jihadist recruiter al-Arefe to assist them, the reasonable person would not expect 

such a hastily convened crew to have such spectacular successes ï operating 5 

different hospitals and supporting over 140 makeshift hospitals in far-away Syria 

within a matter of months of being formed and having well-oiled and highly efficient 

media and fund-raising teams in Britain to boot. In recent times, only the advances of 

ISIS through Iraq have been more spectacular than the meteoric rise of Hand in 

Hand for Syria and, in fairness to ISIS, in whose territory Hand in Hand for Syria 

claim to operate freely, ISIS have been subject to some critical form of scrutiny by 

books, by German journalists and by Vice News and, though token, cursory and very 

controlled, it seems to far exceed the level of critical scrutiny Hand in Hand for Syria 

have allowed. 
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Colonel Riad al-Asaad (above), the founder of the terrorist Free Syrian Army, 

whose flag was emblazoned on Hand in Hand for Syriaôs logo, welcomes the capture 

of Idlib by the child raping Al Nusra franchise. 
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Free Syrian Army and Twin Tower Attack: The Free Syrian Army says that Jabhat 

al Nusra, which is the Syrian wing of the Al Qaeda franchise, are now the best 

representatives and torch-bearers of the Syrian people. 

  

 

Free Syrian Army and A Free Syria: Following their March 2015 capture of 

Idlib, The Free Syrian Army "freedom fighters" destroyed its statue of Ibrahim 

Hanano who is shown above (seated, middle), with veteran revolutionaries from the 

Syrian Revolt of 1925-1927. The statue of Hanano, who was the leader of the 

Aleppo Revolt against the French Mandate (1919-1921), is an odd target for an 

ñarmyò wanting a ñFree Syriaò but not perhaps of one which loots churches and rapes 

children as a matter of course.  
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Free Syrian Army and A Free Syria: The Free Syrian Army says that Jabhat al 

Nusra, which is the Syrian wing of the Al Qaeda franchise, are now the best 

representatives and torch-bearers of the Syrian people. Although the gangster (top 

left) unfurls a Free Syrian Army flag in ñliberatedò Idlib, the flag flying overhead 

shows that al Nusra are the real power and that the Free Syrian Army are just 

window-dressing. Nusraôs mass executions of women resisting rape and their 

dragooning of toddlers into their death squads are further indications of their 

perverted sense of freedom and morality. 
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War criminal Sam Idriss of the Free Syrian Army, whose flag was emblazoned on 

Hand in Hand for Syriaôs logo, now says al Nusra (but later denied he said) was the 

true representatives of the Syrian people. Hand in Hand for Syria which terrorist 

franchise best represents their aspirations. 

 

Riad Al-Asaad (right) , the founder of The Free Syrian Army murder franchise, swaps 

torture tips with Syria Abu Omar Chechen (left), the leader of Taliban in Idleb. 


